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Our April meeting will feature a specialist from the Austin Fire 
Department who will present FireWise Best Practices. 

And don’t forget to bring your plants for our plant exchange 
after the meeting!

We’ll also be collecting garden magazines and catalogs to 
distribute at EAGF. Plan to stay a few extra minutes to help 

clean up.

Master Gardener Meeting information: 
Wednesday, Apr 6, 2016, starting at 7 pm 

Zilker Botanical Garden
 Master Gardener meetings are open to certified 

Master Gardeners and trainees only.

Cover: Bulbine
By Liath Appleton 
 
Right: A trio of pole 
beans: French Gold, Pur-
ple Pod, Spanish Musica. 
Below: A diverse collec-
tion of Southern peas, 
clockwise from left: 
Big Red Ripper, Calico 
Crowder, White Acre, 
Pinkeye Purple Hull, Di-
xie Lee, Mississippi Sil-
ver, CA Blackeye No. 5, 
Elite, Whippoorwill, Lady.
By Bruce Leander
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Well, as expected, we have had the cold front “old timers” predict before Easter. Just cool enough to break the 80-90°F 
weather, but not enough to keep gardeners from working on their gardens. The rain was also very welcome! I visited 
Buchanan Lake over Spring Break and was delighted to see all the water! What a beautiful time of year. I hope all of you are 
able to enjoy Daylight Savings Time in the garden.
We did not have our board meeting this month, due to conflicts. As a result, we will have a full agenda for next month.
Good news! The 5th Edition of the Garden Guide has had its final revision and has been sent to the printer. Hopefully, we will 
have a new Guide either by Zilker Fest or the East Austin Garden Fair. 
And speaking of Zilker Fest, it’s almost here! Thank you for volunteering for this important event.
Happy Gardening!

Pat Mokry
Pat Mokry
President, TCMGA
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With the passing of chilly weather the spring gardening 
season is well on its way. Colorful spring blooms, the 
chatter of birds and the warmth of the sun draw us 
outside and compel us to plant, but try not to overdo 
or gardener’s regret will haunt you when stubborn 
weeds take root, triple digit temperatures threaten and 
the water bill arrives. 
The dropping of oak leaves and tassels is a rite of 
spring here in Central Texas. Most homeowners bag 
it or blow it but why not collect it? Oak leaves can be 
used as mulch around trees and flower beds or can 
be added to the compost pile. The tassels make an 
excellent mulch around vegetables and herbs, adding 
rich organic matter as they decompose. 
 
Here is the vegetable gardener’s checklist for 
April:
• As the spring garden kicks into high gear make 

sure you have fresh sunscreen, and apply it 
carefully to skin that will be exposed to the 
damaging rays of the sun, including neck, ears and 
scalp.

• In the absence of rain be sure that newly planted 
vegetables get about one inch of water per week. 
Cover drip or soaker hoses with mulch to protect 
them from UV rays. 

• Watch for aphids on tender new growth of 
vegetable plants, and wash them off or spray with insecticidal soap to keep their numbers in check. 

• As tomatoes grow, gently direct their stems to stay inside cages. 
• Go vertical with cucumbers, pole beans and small varieties of melons. 
• Follow spacing recommendations for transplants, and thin seedlings as they emerge. Adequate space for root development below 

ground and air circulation above ground will discourage disease and keep your plants healthy.  

Plant some butter beans this month – they are 
easy to grow, heat tolerant and tasty...and they 
belong in Texas vegetable gardens and kitchens.

A bamboo teepee allows cucumbers to 
grow up, taking advantage of vertical 
space.



• Maintain a layer of soil, mulch or hay around 
potato plants so that developing tubers are not 
exposed to sunlight. 

• Fertilize onions every 2-3 weeks with a liquid 
fertilizer/fish emulsion to encourage vigorous 
growth.

• Plant okra, sweet potatoes, Malabar spinach, 
long beans and Southern peas this month – all 
are heat lovers and will produce in the height of 
summer when most other vegetables have given 
up. 

• Expand your gardening space by planting 
compact vegetables or herbs in containers. 

• Label vegetables in the garden and keep records 
of planting dates, harvest dates and favorite 
varieties for future reference. 
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In the Vegetable Garden               Continued...

Cool growing conditions may encourage 
potato plants to bloom, but tubers will 
develop whether plants bloom or not. Enjoy 
the blooms if you get them.

Maintain a thick cover of mulch around the 
base of potato plants to cool soil and protect 
developing tubers from sunlight.
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In the Vegetable Garden               Continued...

Left: Plant yard-long beans on a sturdy trellis or 
fence, and they will yield flavorful pods all summer long.

Center: Maintain mulch and moisture around garlic and onions, 
especially as bulbs begin to develop.

Right: When trees shower you with organic matter, sweep it up 
and add it to your garden!

Photos by Bruce Leander
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Are you planning on planting squash this year? Or perhaps you’ve already 
planted your squash. BEWARE the squash vine borer! Squash vine borers attack 
summer squash, winter squash, pumpkins, and to a lesser degree, cucumbers 
and melons.

The squash vine borer is a moth that resembles a wasp. Adults are about ½ an 
inch long with an orange abdomen marked with black. The front wings are a 
metallic green and the hind wings are clear, but the hind wings are folded under 
the front wings while the moth is at rest. Larvae are creamy white with brown 
heads and can be almost an inch in length when fully grown. Eggs are round, 
flat and brown.

Eggs are laid singly at the base of desired plants. After about a week, eggs 
hatch and larvae bore into the center of the plant stem. Larvae continue boring 
and feeding through the center of the stem which causes the plant to wilt and 
eventually die. Larvae remain 
within the plant for about 4-6 
weeks. When they emerge, 
they burrow in the soil to 
pupate.

If you have previously had squash vine borers, try to avoid them attacking your plants 
the following year. You can try planting more resistant varieties such as butternut squash 
varieties, acorn squash or ‘Tatume’ squash. Monitor squash plants every couple of days 
and squish any circular brown, flat eggs that you encounter. Utilize row cover to protect 
the squash. Row cover should be anchored so that insects cannot crawl underneath it. 
Also, make sure to remove row cover while the squash is blooming so squash will get 
pollinated and be able to set fruit (or you can hand pollinate). Get row cover on early in 
the season so you do not inadvertently trap the moth in with your squash.

Squash vine borer adult.

Squash vine borer egg.
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If you notice your plant wilting and it’s not from lack of water, you can attempt surgery on the 
vine to remove the borer(s). Use a sharp knife to slice open the stem lengthwise and locate 
the borer(s), remove and then bury the vine under moist soil and hope that it takes root.

For more information or help with identification, contact Wizzie Brown, Texas A&M AgriLife 
Extension Service Program Specialist at 512.854.9600. Check out my blog at www.urban-ipm.
blogspot.com

Squash Vine Borer                Continued...

http://www.urban-ipm.blogspot.com
http://www.urban-ipm.blogspot.com


From the story Leslie and Sam tell of how they met, married, and became Master 
Gardeners, it is evident that they are just meant to be together. “We were both army 
brats,” Sam begins.” “Our fathers were classmates at West Point, and our mothers 
arranged our marriage. We first met in the Philippines when I was three years old and 
Leslie was a babe in arms. Our parents were stationed there before the Second World War. 
The old army was a tight-knit organization. In 1960, when our families were living in the 
Washington D.C. area, our mothers got together on the phone, and they decided that their 
kids needed to get married, so they fixed us up with a date, and six months later we got 
married. We followed in our parents’ footsteps. Leslie was an army wife, and I spent 25 
years in the army. Then I went to work for industry, and when I retired, we came to this 
green part of Texas.” 
Leslie was born in Fort Riley, Kansas, and Sam was born in Rio Grande City, Texas, which 
was “Fort Ringgold at the time,” Sam explains, “a cavalry post. Our fathers were both 
cavalry men. My father was patrolling the Mexican border, stopping smugglers. Have things 
changed in 70 years?” he asks, wryly. 
Being in military families, Leslie and Sam have lived in several areas of the world. Before 
they married, Leslie had lived in the Philippines and Damascus, and Sam had lived in the 
Philippines and England. After they married, they lived in Germany. “Our last house, in 
Round Rock, we lived in for 15 years,” Leslie says. “It had a beautiful back yard with 37 big 
trees and no grass. It was all paths and plants, and Sam built a pond.” “We were members 
of the Pond Society,” Sam continues, “and we were on the pond tour twice.” 
Now they live in far north Round Rock, “house number 26,” Sam says. “We have a view 
of the pond in the back now,” Leslie says. “We have yellow-crested night herons, green 
herons, and egrets. This yard was a total do-over. It was full of rocks, and underneath the 
rocks was road base. We had to have that taken out, and we had six cubic yards of top soil 
brought in.” 

How do they spend their days? “I quilt,” Leslie responds, “for the sheer enjoyment of the creativity.” Sam says one of the joys in his life 
is to take time to read the paper, and he spends time on the internet, planning events. “[At the time of this writing] I am on the board of 
directors of the Cavalry Association, an organization that promotes the history of the cavalry,” he explains. “We put on a big horse show 
convention every year. This year the convention is in El Reno, Oklahoma, and there is quite a lot of planning for that. And the second thing 
is that for this year I have been spending a lot of time planning a reunion for my class in West Point. We have a reunion every year in some 
part of the country. This year, it’s in Austin, so the seven or so of us that live around here are very involved in planning a reunion for about 
220 people.” 
They also like to travel in their motorhome in the summer to get cool and sometimes in the spring and fall. Their favorite motorhome trips 
have been to Key West, Ashville, Yellowstone National Park, and Seattle. 

The Compost Bin April 2016  Page 9

Leslie and Sam Myers.
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Sam also enjoys photography. In early August, 2015, he taught a class 
at Zilker Botanical Garden. “I tell people how to use the features of their 
cameras, and I talk about lighting and composition. My focus is how to give 
the picture more impact.” 
Sam says his unique talent, what he likes to do most, is teaching and 
giving presentations. “When I was in the Pentagon, I used to give briefings 
to Congress and places like that. I had a boss one time who said I was ‘a 
briefing waiting for a place to happen.’” In counterpoint, Leslie relates her own 
superpower. “I had very quiet, reserved parents,” she says, “and my mom 
used to say to me, ‘I haven’t found your “off” button, yet.’” 
As for quirky facts they are willing to tell, Leslie and Sam may win the prize. 
“I once straightened a picture at the White House,” Sam says. “I really have a 
problem with looking at pictures on the wall when they are not straight. I was 
on a tour at the White House many, many years ago when I was a cadet at 
West Point. I got out of position and went over and straightened the picture. 
I didn’t get arrested.” “How about the time I dropped a turkey on the floor!” 
Leslie exclaims. “I was pulling the pan out of the oven, and the 24-pound 
turkey just slid right out of the pan and onto the floor. We picked it up, 
dusted it off, and put it on the table for Thanksgiving. What would you have 
done?!” 
Leslie and Sam both have deep gardening roots. “My mother and father 
both liked to dig in the dirt,” Leslie says. “My mother would plant one seed, and my father would say, ‘Traditional wisdom is three.’ ‘No. 
One,’ she would say. ‘I’m not going to waste three seeds where one will do.’ My dad always had a little patch of something to eat, but my 
mother just did flowers, shrubs, and trees. She was out to beautify every set of quarters we lived in.” Sam first learned gardening from his 
grandfather. “During the Second World War, we lived out in Marfa, Texas, because my father was off fighting the Germans. Everybody was 
encouraged to have a victory garden to grow their own vegetables. My grandfather converted his whole back yard into a garden. One of 
the problems you had in that era was lack of fertilizer. All the ammonia in the world went into making munitions. So he and I would go out 
every Saturday to the fields and ranches around town and pick up cow manure. We would fill feed sacks full of cow pies, bring them home, 
and put them in a 55-gallon drum full of water to dissolve and make compost tea. There was plenty of cow manure in West Texas, and we 
had wonderful vegetables.” 
When asked about their favorite plants, Leslie says, “I love hoyas (Hoya carnosa), and I’ve had some really good luck with orchids re-
blooming.” Sam says that his “favorite and most un-favorite plant is one and the same: a lime tree.” “We bought a key lime tree down in 
Key West and brought it home,” he explains. “We had it for years, but we finally had to get rid of it because it got so infested with white 
flies that we couldn’t save it. I loved having that plant because it gave us about three crops a year, and having fresh limes for margaritas 
was really great. That’s what I enjoyed about it. We used to bring it into the garage during the winter, take it out during the day to get 
some sun, and bring it back into the garage. It was a love-hate relationship.” 
Both Leslie and Sam became Master Gardeners in 2000 because they wanted to learn more and share their love of gardening with others. 

Meet the Master Gardeners             Continued...

Backyard garden in 2005, at their previous home.
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“The reason I first got started in it is because Leslie didn’t want to drive down 
to that part of Austin by herself at night,” Sam says, “so I went with her to 
the initial meeting and thought it sounded like you could learn something very 
useful. That’s why I signed up. As it evolved, my major reason was education. 
I am always curious about my surroundings. I like to learn the names of 
plants and insects. I just want to learn about natural phenomena.” Now, Leslie 
and Sam are both entomology specialists and members of the Speaker’s 
Bureau. Sam gives presentations about photography and insects, and Leslie 
is an e-responder. Their favorite MG activities are working at the East Austin 
Garden Fair and at the phone desk, and Leslie enjoys helping people solve their 
problems by responding to their emails. “We got the Peggy Steward Award one 
year,” Sam proudly relates.
What they like most about the Master Gardener program is meeting other 
gardeners and the public, and sharing information. “We like interacting with 
people to let them know that gardening is important in our world,” Sam says, 
“that you need to understand plants and insects and their interaction.” 

Meet the Master Gardeners             Continued...

View from the deck of their current home.

Photos by Sam Myers
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As a contributor to Central Texas Gardener (CTG), I love to answer your questions and share knowledge on new and tried and true plants 
for our area. Here are some Flashback Favs!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bOQtxg1SATE (CTG 2012)
What is slime mold? 
David, a viewer, found slime mold in mulched pathways and garden beds, and he wants to 
know if it’s harmful, and what to do about it. Well, with all the rain we’ve had this spring, 
and with temperatures so warm, this substance has been showing up in many gardens. 
In fact, my friend Mike, who works for the Austin Fire Department, recently told me that 
he responded to a call from a school to check on a possible “hazardous material” found on 
the children’s playground. What did it turn out to be? Slime mold. Slime molds are unique 
creatures that don’t fit into any categories that we’re familiar with. Although they have 
fungus-like characteristics, they aren’t fungi. They exist in nature as a “blob” that is often 
bright yellow, and even sometimes red. Their preferred food source? Bacteria. They occur 
when there is high relative humidity and relatively warm temperatures: exactly the conditions 
that we had this spring. So on to David’s actual question. Are slime molds harmful and what 
to do about them? Although they are unsightly, dare I say, “gross,” they are not harmful 
to humans or animals. And they’ll run their course fairly quickly, so there’s no need to do 
anything about them, unless you can’t stand to look at them, in which case, simply remove 
and toss them in the garbage or compost pile, or just break them up with a rake or a strong 
jet of water. If slime mold returns, even when we aren’t getting rain, it would be because the 
area is being over-irrigated.

Winecup, Callirhoe involucrata 
Winecups are perennial and are listed to be slightly deer resistant, which basically means that the deer will probably choose to eat all the 
other plants in your garden before they eat this one. Winecups form a beautiful, sprawling mat across the surface of the ground, and are 
covered in flowers from very early spring until the heat of summer arrives. They need very little water and require very well-drained soil, 
performing best in shallow, gravelly areas, and even preferring the small cracks between landscape pavers to a richly amended garden 
bed. So be careful using organic mulches around this plant or it might rot. Winecup gets only about 6 to 12” tall, including the flower stalk, 
but can spread up to 5’ wide. In late summer, you should trim back any dead growth that occurred due to the heat, which will encourage a 
flush of growth in the fall. Winecup should also be pruned back to its base in late winter, before the new spring growth emerges. Another 
great thing about winecup is that it grows very easily from seed, so that you can establish plenty of them in your garden, without a lot of 
expense. As with our other wildflowers, winecup seeds should be sown in the fall, while transplants should be planted in the spring. And 
be sure to plant your winecups in full sun.

Daphne and Augie. Daphne Richards is the 
county extension agent for horticulture at the 
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service office for 
Travis County

http://www.klru.org/ctg/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bOQtxg1SATE
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LHfqRHwpC2I (CTG 2012)
Sterilizing plant pots: Do we need to clean plastic six packs or pots and clay pots to reuse them for cuttings or to plant new 
container plants? How should we do it and do we need to sterilize them against disease?
The answer is a resounding yes. All pots should be cleaned and gently scrubbed before re-use. Although the likelihood of contamination 
is low, it’s always better to err on the side of caution. At the very least use a warm, slightly soapy liquid and a scrub brush to remove all 
remaining debris from the container. You should also, whenever possible, use a weak bleach solution to disinfect any possible microbes, 
especially in square containers, like those six-packs, where it’s almost impossible to get all the potting soil out of the corners. To make 
a 10% bleach solution, simply mix one part bleach to nine parts water. Be sure to rinse those bleached containers, and allow them to 
thoroughly dry before reusing them. And just a reminder about repotting plants. In containers, plants prefer to be crowded, so don’t 
use too large a container. A good rule of thumb is to move up only one container size, for example from a 4” pot to a 6” one, when 
transplanting container plants. And if you’re creating a container with multiple different plants, maybe for a splash of annual color near 
your porch or patio, be sure to fill the container entirely, with each plant almost on top of the other one, so that you can barely, if at all, see 
the soil. 

Cenizo, Leucophyllum frutescens 
Cenizo is also known as Texas sage, purple sage, Texas ranger, and many other common names. Cenizo is extremely drought tough and 
needs very little water once established. In fact, this shrub does not like “wet feet,” so be very careful if planting in clay soils. There are a 
multitude of different varieties of cenizo to choose from, differing not only in leaf and flower color, but also in height and width. So when 
choosing this plant, be careful to get a variety that has the characteristics that you want, especially when it comes to size. Cenizo does not 
respond well to heavy pruning, so if it outgrows its space in your landscape, you won’t be able to prune it back and keep it smaller. Overly-
pruned cenizos will show lots of die-back, especially in the center of the plant, with only a little growth at the tips. Unfortunately, this shrub 
is often planted in rows and sheared back to make a hedge. This is not a good practice, and will cause the shrubs to look very ugly, twiggy, 
and almost dead. Which they will be, since most of the living tissue will have been removed. The most common cenizos have gray-green 
leaves with light lavender flowers. But you may also found varieties with a greener leaf and deeper lavender blooms. More rarely, you may 
even find some with white blooms. Some will also have more and larger flowers than others, giving you a wide palette to choose from. I 
have seen Texas sages abandoned by the side of the freeway in El Paso, happily blooming their heads off in the full heat of summer, after 
the rainy season has arrived. These west Texas natives are also known as barometer bush, because they bloom in response to heat and 
relative humidity, leading some to say that they are good predictors of rain. Cenizos require full sun to bloom and be healthy, and really 
don’t tolerate shady areas.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V4V7Bx9D5lY (CTG 2013)
Does it really take a century plant a hundred years to bloom? 
This simple question has a very simple answer: no. Okay, a little more detail: Century plants DO take a very long time to bloom, but it’s 
far less than a century. It’s more like a decade or two, and usually somewhere between 10 and 30 years. Unlike most plants, which you 
probably want to bloom immediately, and year after year, this is one that you want to wait as long as possible to bloom, since once it does, 
the main plant will die. And while there are few things more beautiful than a century plant in bloom, there are few things uglier than a 

Flashback Favs                 Continued...

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LHfqRHwpC2I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V4V7Bx9D5lY
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dead one. As soon as the century plants and other Agaves around town start blooming, I get inundated with calls from frantic people who 
know enough about Agaves to panic at the first sight of its delicate little floral bud. Everyone wants to know if they can stop this process 
and keep the parent plant alive. And unfortunately, the answer is no. This is one area of nature that man has yet to figure out how to tame, 
so you should just enjoy that beautiful bloom stalk. And it will be striking, getting up to 30 feet tall. These bloom stalks can actually be 
hazardous, since as they grow and mature, the mother plant is slowly dying, giving that lanky bloom stalk less stability with each passing 
day. Eventually, if you don’t remove the plant first, the top-heavy bloom stalk will topple over and rip the dead Agave out of the ground, 
which could make for quite a mess, and even some damage to surrounding structures, if you aren’t careful. Some people even stake the 
bloom stalk to balance its weight. If you’d like, you can collect the seeds from your Agave and replant. But even before flowering, you 
should have noticed some little baby plants around the mother plant. These plantlets are basically little clones, and can be dug up and 
planted in other areas of your landscape, or placed in containers, so that you’ll have a replacement for that spot when the original plant 
dies. 

Agaves
There are many great species to choose from, especially as more people begin to look for low-water requiring plants in our continued 
drought. Like the century plant, most Agaves take quite a while to bloom. They are also all monocarpic, meaning that they die after 
blooming. But even so, they are well worth the effort, especially in a low-water landscape. Most Agaves have stiff, spiny-tipped leaves that 
should be avoided, but some, like squid Agave, have soft, droopy leaves which aren’t so lethal. They should all be planted in very well-
drained soil, so if you have heavy clay and can’t change it, you should choose other low-water plants. If you can amend the planting area, 
replace the clay with very sandy soil, mixed with coarser decomposed granite, and consider building bermed areas, so that drainage is 
increased even more with the elevation. Also, be sure to know the origin of your Agave choice. Some Agaves are native to Central Texas 
and can take our occasional cold winters just fine. Agaves that are native to the Chihuahuan desert would also be good for our area, since 
their native region has cold winters. But Agaves native to the Sonoran desert of southern Arizona are not accustomed to the cold, and 
should be protected in winter. You should also take care with the ultimate size of your chosen Agave. The century plant is one of the larger 
ones, getting up to 6’ tall, without the bloom stalk, and 10’ wide. But another great Agave, Queen Victoria, stays quite small, less than 2’ 
tall and wide. 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X7DwZ0_28IU (CTG 2011)
Wilting tomatoes: What to do with tomatoes when hot weather comes early or sporadically?
Viewer Nancy wanted to know about her tomatoes since she already had several 90 degree days in her area. By mid-April, and even earlier 
most years, it is already hot in Central Texas and though tomatoes do love the heat, it can be too intense. When we have hot weather 
early in the planting season, we need to be careful watering the plants. When we have hot weather during flowering season, fruiting will be 
affected. Hot temperatures and dry air will denature the pollen on flowers making it infertile. Watering plants properly early in the season 
is important. Use good quality, small aggregate mulch around plants to increase humidity in the air to keep pollen moist and active and 
maybe also use some light shade cloth, to decrease the intensity of the sun. But don’t use too heavy a grade of cloth since plants need a 
full day of sun to flower and fruit. Maintain regular irrigation to combat blossom-end rot and fruit cracking. Blossom-end rot is caused by 
calcium deficiency but calcium deficiency is caused by irregular watering.

Flashback Favs                 Continued...

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X7DwZ0_28IU
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Native prairie verbena, Glandularia bipinnatifida
Another of our beautiful native wildflowers may be seen along roadsides and in fields, if not overshadowed. This flower has light purple, 
round clusters of flowers on short stalks. Like most of our native wildflowers, prairie verbena does well in shallow, rocky, disturbed soils. 
It can grow in full sun but can also tolerate shade. Spreads easily, making it a great groundcover choice, or to fill in near rocky paths and 
borders. It has blue-green, velvety-looking foliage, with highly divided leaves and will do fine on natural rainfall, but will perform a little 
better if irrigated but don’t overwater. The plant stays around 6” tall and spreads easily to 18” wide, and much wider. Is a perennial, dying 
back to the ground and returning from the roots each year. Looks great planted in large, open areas and left un-mowed although easy to 
miss when planted with other, taller wildflowers. Listed as hardy to -28 degrees, so these would not have any trouble re-emerging after a 
cold winter.

THINGS TO DO IN APRIL
FERTILIZE: Tomatoes and peppers should be fed with a liquid fertilizer. Feed crape myrtle beneath the branch spread with 1/3 cup 
complete fertilizer per sq. yd. After second mowing, fertilize lawn with 3-1-2 ratio product; aerate first, if needed. Fertilize all houseplants 
with complete fertilizer. After blooming, feed bulbs with bone meal. Mulch trees, shrubs, vegetable garden and flower beds (after soil has 
warmed) with 2-4 inches of mulch. Pine needles and oak leaves make good mulch for acid-loving plants. Spread coffee grounds around 
azaleas and other acid-loving plants
WATER: Water as needed.
TRANSPLANT: Divide and transplant late summer and fall-flowering bulbs. Container 
grown plants (almost any kind) can go into the ground now. Plant summer annuals to get 
their root systems established before the extreme heat arrives.
LAWN CARE: Plant grass sod or plugs. Water daily for one or two weeks to establish. 
Begin regular lawn care. Mow every 5-7 days, leaving the clippings on the lawn. Keep St. 
Augustine grass at 2-1/2 to 3 inches.

Flashback Favs                 Continued...
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East Austin Garden Fair
Saturday, April 16, 2016

9am - 2pm

Parque Zaragoza Recreation Center
2608 Gonzales Street 

Austin, TX
 
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service, Travis County Master 
Gardeners, and Austin Parks & Recreation present the 10th an-
nual East Austin Garden Fair. 

Free and open to the public, this fun, hands-on fair involves 
community members in creative, low-cost ways to grow veg-
etables, herbs and fruit to improve the family diet as well as in-
formation about Earth-Kind landscaping. Travis County Master 
Gardeners offer University-based information to fairgoers on a 
diverse variety of horticulture topics, while Community Partner 
Organizations provide information on closely-related services, 
programs and projects.

The fair features an assortment of DIY and demonstration ac-
tivities, including building a rain barrel, raised bed or compost 
bin, and information about waterwise irrigation methods and 
gardening in containers and straw bales. Learn how to care for 
house plants as well as your garden tools! Booths on backyard 
chickens and beekeeping are a big hit with all ages and there 
will be plenty of activities for kids.

Details at http://www.tcmastergardeners.org/event/east-aus-
tin-garden-fair/

http://www.tcmastergardeners.org/event/east-austin-garden-fair/
http://www.tcmastergardeners.org/event/east-austin-garden-fair/
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59th Annual Zilker Garden Festival
Saturday & Sunday, April 2-3, 2016

10am - 5pm

Zilker Botanical Gardens
2220 Barton Springs Road

Austin, TX
 
For over 50 years, the annual Zilker Garden Festival has been a 
one-stop, garden shopping destination when spring arrives in Aus-
tin and Central Texas. A family-friendly event, the garden festival 
offers something for everyone.

Shop vendors, visit the City of Austin Grow Green tables, visit 
Smokey the Bear from 10:30am-12:30pm! Take a Garden Tour at 
2:30pm, led by a Grow Green plant expert at the Green Garden 
(near the Garden Center)! Create miniature faerie houses, forts, 
or sculptures at the Zilker Botanical Garden table!

Plan to arrive early and bring your wagon!

Details at http://zilkergarden.org/ZGF/index.html

Half Price Admission on Sunday For All Bicyclists!
$10 Adults (age 13+), $4 Children (age 4-12), Under age 4 Free, 
Parking $5*

Spring Native Plant Sale 
 Saturday & Sunday, April 9-10, 2016

9am – 5pm

Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center
4801 La Crosse Avenue

Austin, TX
 
Join us for our popular spring plant sale to find rare native plants 
for your home garden and see the Center in all its spring glo-
ry. The most comprehensive native plant sale in Austin has been 
helping Texans create beautiful, wildlife-friendly gardens for more 
than 10 years. Join us to buy plants, take garden tours and learn 
from experts. 

Details at wildflower.org/plantsale  

http://zilkergarden.org/ZGF/index.html 
http://www.wildflower.org/plantsale/
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Rainwater Harvesting for Landscape Use
Thursday, April 14, 2016

10am - 12pm

Travis Co AgriLife Extension Service Office
1600 Smith Road

Austin, TX
 
When there are drought conditions in Central Texas, landscape 
plants become water-stressed, so it’s important to look at how 
you are caring for your lawn to help it survive. Learn how to look 
for signs of insects, diseases and weeds. In addition, find out the 
best way to water, fertilize, and mow your lawn. Daphne Richards, 
County Extension Agent - Horticulture Texas A&M AgriLife Exten-
sion Service Travis County leads educational programming in the 
areas of home horticulture, urban agriculture, and the green in-
dustry. She also serves as the coordinator of the local Master Gar-
dener program. Watch her each week on the award-winning tele-
vision program “Central Texas Gardener.” You might also see her 
around town at various gardening events with Augie, her sweet 
little Dachshund.

Take advantage of a rainwater collection system to help your land-
scape, trees and lawn survive Central Texas’ drought conditions. 
Master Gardener Ed Parken will discuss ways to collect rain, how 
to use it and ways to add art to a tank. He will provide a tutori-
al on PVC pipe construction and a tour of the rainwater collection 
system at the Extension Office Demonstration Garden.

Part of the Dealing with Drought Series
Cost: $10 through 4/04; $15 starting 4/05 and on-site
NO cash accepted – checks and credit cards only.

Space is limited so register on-line early to reserve your seat!
Register: https://agriliferegister.tamu.edu/TravisCounty
Register by Phone: 979-845-2604

https://agriliferegister.tamu.edu/index.cfm/productDetails/productid/1976/
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This issue of the Compost Bin has been published thanks to the contributions of the following Travis County Master 
Gardeners and Daphne Richards and Wizzie Brown — Texas A&M AgriLife Extension

 

© 2016 Travis County Master Gardeners Association 
www.tcmastergardeners.org 
http://travis-tx.tamu.edu 
512-854-9600

Editor and Layout:
Liath Appleton 
 
Assistant Editor:
Martha King 

The Compost Bin Submissions
We are always looking for Travis County Master Gardeners who are interested in writing for our monthly newsletter, and we 

would love to see your 
articles, photographs, book reviews and gardening ideas.

General Guidelines
• Please first email the editor to discuss potential article ideas.
• Email contributions as attachments (preferably in Word with a .doc or .rtf suffix).
• Please send images as separate attachments (preferably .jpg suffix). Don’t forget to include photographer acknowled-

ments and captions.

Send your submissions, announcements, questions and 
suggestions to: editor.compostbin@gmail.com

“I love spring anywhere, but if I could choose I would always greet it in a garden.”
- Ruth Stout 

Photographers: 
Liath Appleton 
Bruce Leander 

Contributing Writers:  
Wizzie Brown 
Patty Leander 
Jean Love El Harim 
Pat Mokry 
Daphne Richards 
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