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The Cancer Survivor’s Garden Companion: Cultivating 
Hope, Healing & Joy in the Ground Beneath Your Feet 

Jenny Peterson is a local garden designer, writer, author, and for-
mer Master Gardener. Jenny published “The Cancer Survivor’s 
Garden Companion: Cultivating Hope, Healing & Joy in the Ground 
Beneath Your Feet” in January as a result of her own cancer diag-
nosis, treatment and continued recovery. She hopes the book will 
help others facing similar diagnoses and hope it inspires everyone 
to use their gardens and nature for healing and hope in daily life 
and especially when facing health challenges. Her website is www.
jpetersongardendesign.com

Master Gardener Meeting information: 
Wednesday, Mar 2, 2016, starting at 7 pm 

Zilker Botanical Garden
 Master Gardener meetings are open to certified 

Master Gardeners and trainees only.
 

Cover Photo: Lake 
Georgetown
By Liath Appleton 
 
Right: ‘Maggie’
By Liath Appleton

http://www.jpetersongardendesign.com
http://www.jpetersongardendesign.com
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I hope you are enjoying our summer-winter season. The weather is calling us to start our spring planting, and some of the 
Redbud trees are in full bloom. I wonder when the next cold spell will come (and it probably will!). Some rain would be 
welcome to reverse our drought conditions.
I would like to first congratulate our new interns. I know that I speak for all the Master Gardeners when I say we hope 
you will find this year especially rewarding. We encourage you to become involved in the volunteer opportunities of the 
Association. 
The Board had its Executive Board Retreat Saturday, January 23rd, during which we discussed plans for this year. I encourage 
you to share your ideas for programs, events and speakers; concerns; and your desire to volunteer on committees to 
members of the Board. I am looking forward to hearing from each of you. 
If you have not been to the Demonstration Garden, I recommend you do so. The rainwater harvest pergola is complete and 
the rainwater system will be soon. The pump will be solar powered!! How is that for going “green?”
Preparations have already started for Zilker Fest which will be coming soon, April 2nd and 3rd, and there will be many 
opportunities to participate. Check your email for links to Sign-Up Genius. 
And let’s not forget the East Austin Garden Fair, scheduled for April 16th, 8am – 3pm, at the Zaragoza Recreation Center.
A few quick announcements this month:
• We are currently working to revise the By-Laws and hope to have that completed in a timely manner.
• In order for the Board’s actions to be more transparent, the minutes are being posted to the Master Gardener Volunteer 

Management System. Because the minutes have to be approved before posting, there will be a month’s delay in posting.
• Congratulations to our newest Lifetime Members: Tommie Clayton, Ratna Gani, Venkappa Gani, Patty Leander, Leslie 

Meyers, Sam Meyers, Carolyn Williams. 
• We have received generous memorial donations for Bud Kane. A memorial brick is being ordered. Several suggestions 

have been made to purchase an additional memorial. More information will be forthcoming.
• As of this date, there are 194 Travis County Master Gardeners Association members.
And finally, you have probably received an E-mail from Rosalie concerning our planned field trips. It’s not too late to sign up 
for the Japanese Tea Garden and San Antonio Botanical Garden field trip, March 11, 2016. 
Thank you for all you do to make gardening in Travis County exciting and informative to our members and the public. See you 
in the garden.
Pat Mokry
Pat Mokry
President, TCMGA
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March madness starts this month in the vegetable garden – if you‘ve been on the bench all winter 
it’s time to get back in the game! Nurseries are abuzz with activity and tomato transplants started 
showing up last month. Many gardeners have already planted their tomatoes, but do proceed with 
caution, monitor the forecast and be prepared to cover tender plants in the event of a cold snap.
To improve your chances of a more abundant harvest of juicy heirlooms check your local garden 
center for grafted tomatoes, primarily sold under the label ‘Mighty ‘Mato’. The advantage of these 
plants comes from grafting an heirloom scion to a more vigorous, disease-resistant rootstock. The 
process is similar to grafting a fruit tree; the upper part of the plant yields desirable heirloom fruit 
while below ground the robust root system provides increased vigor and enhanced resistance to 
soil-borne diseases, nematodes and other stresses. Though we are often advised to plant tomatoes 
deep for stronger root development, we don’t want to do that with grafted tomatoes. If the graft 
gets buried, then the plant will send up shoots of the rootstock rather than the desired heirloom.
Other options for new tomato varieties to search out this season include ‘Candyland’ and ‘Red 
Deuce’. A 2016 All-America Selection winner, ‘Candyland’ is a currant-type tomato that produces 
abundant, bite-size (about ½” in 
diameter), bright red fruit with a 
sweet flavor and a less rangy growth 
habit than most currant tomatoes. 
‘Red Deuce’ is the 2016 “Rodeo 
Tomato”, the latest in a series of new 
varieties released every February 
in conjunction with the San Antonio 
Rodeo. For the last 15 years or 
so Texas A&M AgriLife vegetable 
specialist Jerry Parsons, now retired, 
and a team of Aggie experts, have 
been behind the trialing and selection 

of the annual rodeo tomato. Past recipients include ‘Solar Fire’, ‘Amelia’, ‘Valley 
Cat’, ‘Dwarf Cherry Surprise’ and ‘Tycoon’. The winners, all of which are field 
tested under Central Texas conditions, are chosen based on disease resistance, 
growth habit, eating quality, yield and visual appeal. ‘Red Deuce’ produces 
large, round slicing tomatoes on a determinate plant with resistance to various 
diseases, including Verticillium wilt, Fusarium wilt and Tobacco Mosaic Virus. 
This newest “Rodeo Tomato” selection is available this spring at most San 
Antonio nurseries but unfortunately availability in Austin is hit and miss. 

A product called Micromesh protects emerging squash seedlings 
from squash vine borer.

Hill potatoes with soil, hay or mulch when 
they are about 6-8 inches high.



Here is the vegetable gardener’s checklist for March:
• Use soil temperature as a gauge for planting time. For best results wait until soil temperature is consistently above 50° before planting 

tomato transplants in the ground, and at least 60° before planting squash, cucumber and bean seeds; even warmer for okra, eggplant 
and butter beans. 

• Lessen transplant shock by gradually exposing transplants to the outdoors for a few days before planting outside and if possible plant in 
the evening or on a cloudy day.

• Even if cold weather is not a threat wrap the lower half of tomato cages with row cover or plastic (even a plastic trash bag will do the 
job) to protect young plants from damaging winds. 

• If squash vine borer is a problem in your garden, cover planting beds with fine netting 
such as Micromesh or wedding tulle as soon as seeds are planted to prevent the moth 
from laying eggs as seedlings emerge. Excluding the moth may be the best approach 
to dealing with this pest; after the squash has female flowers, uncover to allow for 
pollination. 

• Hill potato plants when they are about 8 inches high; bury the lower stems and leaves 
with straw, mulch or soil leaving the top 6-8 inches exposed. 

• If rainfall is minimal be sure to water the garden as needed to maintain healthy growth. 
Watering is especially critical as plants are getting established in their new growing 
environment and during flowering and fruiting. 

• Harvest asparagus spears regularly once plants are three years old. 
• Give vegetables a dose of liquid fertilizer every 2-3 weeks to encourage vigorous growth. 
• Let some of your brassica plants go to flower to attract busy beneficials to the garden, 

but remove if plants become infested with harlequin bugs or other pests. 
• Plant flowers now and you will have habitat and lovely blooms for beneficial insects 

and pollinators in the summer. Every couple of years I rotate vining morning glories or 
moonflowers on my trellises to give the soil a break from growing vegetables. 
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In the Vegetable Garden               Continued...

Plant moonflower seeds now for fragrant evening 
blooms in summer.
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In the Vegetable Garden               Continued...

Left: When planting grafted tomatoes be sure 
to keep soil and mulch below the graft line.

Center: The sturdy, disease-resistant rootstock of grafted 
tomatoes help fortify temperamental heirlooms during the 
growing season.

Right: The flowers of a past-its-prime kohlrabi attract pollinators 
and add beauty to the garden during the transition from cool 
season to warm season.

Photos by Bruce Leander
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Zika virus is transmitted by Aedes mosquitoes and there is no specific treatment or vaccine currently available. The best way to avoid 
getting the virus is to avoid being bitten by infected mosquitoes. About 20% of people with Zika virus actually get ill. Severe disease 
requiring hospitalization is uncommon, and death due to the virus is rare. 

The incubation period of Zika virus is thought to be a few days to a week, but is still unknown. Symptoms include fever, skin rash, 
conjunctivitis, muscle and joint pain, and headache. Symptoms tend to be mild and last from 2-7 days. Zika virus can be contracted 
through the bite of an infected mosquito, through blood transfusions, through sexual contact, and from mother to child during pregnancy.

The mosquitoes that are able to transmit Zika virus are also able to transmit dengue and Chikungunya viruses. These mosquitoes are 
daytime biters, but can also bite at night. Aedes mosquitoes lay their eggs in standing water- buckets, tires, tree holes, animal water 
dishes, etc. 

To protect yourself from mosquito bites, wear light-colored clothing that covers as much skin as possible, use insect repellent (read and 
follow label instructions), use screening on doors and windows, use mosquito netting (if needed) while sleeping, and reduce standing 
water areas.

Repellent should only be applied to clothing and exposed skin. Do not apply it underneath clothing. If you want to apply repellent to your 
face, spray your hands with repellent and rub it onto your face. Do not spray repellent directly into your face or near eyes or mouth. Make 
sure to apply repellent outdoors. Do not allow children to handle repellents. Wash hands before eating, smoking or using the restroom.

The Center for Disease Control (CDC) recommends using a product registered with the EPA (Environmental Protection Agency) containing 
one of the following active ingredients: DEET, picaridin, IR3535 and some of the products containing oil of lemon eucalyptus.
Many things can help to reduce mosquito problems around the home. Eliminate all sources of standing water. Containers such as watering 
cans, buckets and bottles can turn into mosquito breeding grounds. Water should be drained from birdbaths, rain barrels, gutters, 
flowerpots and pet dishes at least once a week. Children’s wading pools should be emptied of water at least once a week and stored 
indoors when not in use. Tree holes should be filled in with sand or mortar, or drained after each rain. Leaky faucets and pipes located 
outside should be repaired. Areas that cannot be drained, such as ponds, can be stocked with mosquito fish that eat mosquito larvae. 
Dunks can also be used in these areas. Dunks are a small, donut-shaped product that contains Bacillus thuringiensis israeliensis. The 
donut disrupts the life cycle of the mosquito and is non-toxic to humans, amphibians and fish. Dunks are not for use in drinking water 
sources.
For more information on Zika virus, please see the CDC website here http://www.cdc.gov/zika/index.html

For more information or help with identification, contact Wizzie Brown, Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service Program Specialist at 
512.854.9600. Check out my blog at www.urban-ipm.blogspot.com

http://www.cdc.gov/zika/index.html
http://www.urban-ipm.blogspot.com


Contrary to what you might think, Jim Kamas and Andrew LaBay have demonstrated at the Agrilife Extension Experimental Station in 
Fredericksburg that cedar fiber is a good medium for rooting hardwood cuttings using the rooting-bin method. Master Gardeners in Burnet 
County have said they, too, have had success rooting pomegranate cuttings with this method and medium. Although cedar fiber does hold 
the moisture and allow the air circulation necessary for root formation, the growth inhibiting properties of cedar would suggest that it 
would not make a good rooting medium. However, it may be that these properties do not deter root formation, and do inhibit the growth of 
bacteria and fungi that could cause hardwood cuttings to rot in other mediums. 
No better way to verify than to repeat the experiment. 
Cedar fiber is not available in Austin, so I used twice-ground cedar mulch instead. The mulch sat in my garden shed for several months, 
aging to the point of having just a faint smell of cedar. 
In mid January 2016, I made several ¼” holes on all four sides of an 18-gallon plastic bin to give the cuttings the air they needed. I wet 
the cedar mulch to the point of sticking in a ball, but not dripping. I pruned the four varieties of pomegranate and a rusty blackhaw 
viburnum growing in my yard, prepared bundles of 12” cuttings of each plant, and layered the cuttings horizontally in the bin with the 
moist mulch. The covered bin then sat undisturbed for 1 month in a cool corner inside my house. 
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Root callus.Fresh cuttings going in the bin.
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In mid February 2016, I took the cuttings out of the bin and potted each variety 
in a 5-gallon pot. The cuttings that were on the top layer had well developed 
root callus, and most were sprouting leaf growth as well. Each layer down had 
less root callus and fewer leaf sprouts, which suggests that toward the bottom 
of the bin, the cuttings were not getting enough air. 
These results confirm that cedar fiber (in this case, twice-shredded and aged 
cedar mulch) does indeed make a good medium for hardwood cuttings of 
pomegranate and rusty blackhaw viburnum using the rooting bin method, as 
long as there are enough holes in the bin to provide sufficient air circulation. 
I am curious, now, to see if I get better results with more and bigger air holes 
in the bin, and what other kinds of plants might propagate well with this 
method—grape, fig, white bush honeysuckle, coral honeysuckle, Mexican plum? 
Curious to see if other mediums would work equally well in the rooting bin—
peat moss, coir fiber, sand?
And come September, when the successful cuttings in the 5-gallon pots need 
to be potted up individually, I will most likely be looking for people to adopt 
pomegranate and rusty blackhaw viburnum plants. 

Is Cedar Fiber a Good Rooting-bin Medium?           Continued...

Cuttings with leaf growth.
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As a contributor to Central Texas Gardener (CTG), I love to answer your questions and share knowledge on new and tried and true plants 
for our area. Here are some Flashback Favs!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ar8esXkXrGI (CTG 2012)
What is crown gall? 
Arborist Guy LeBlanc says it’s usually caused by a bacterium, but some experts say 
other causes are possible. The source of entry is usually some kind of wound, oftentimes 
nematodes or other insects that invade roots. Some galls that occur low on a trunk can 
actually be fungal galls. Guy also confirms that the white insects in the picture are termites. 
He’s often seen them infest crown galls, but says that they won’t harm the living portion 
of the tree, as our local termites just invade the dead tissue. Guy has consulted with 
entomologists who do not recommend treating the termites. Guy concludes by telling us that 
most trees that he’s seen with crown gall survive in very good condition without treatment, 
but he’s also seen some that slowly decline over many years. And unfortunately, there is 
no successful treatment for crown gall that he knows of. So, our advice is to keep the tree 
healthy, well-watered, correctly pruned, and to avoid damaging the bark.  
 
Thryallis, Galphimia glauca
This drought-tough shrub needs very little water to be happy, making it a great choice if you 
need to replace any shrubs you might’ve lost to last year’s drought. It gets about 4-6’ tall, 
and about 4’ wide, so give it plenty of room to spread. It prefers to be in the full sun, but 
can take part shade. Thryallis also tolerates any soil type but does need good drainage, so if 
you have heavy clay soil, be sure to amend it, or replace it with a sandy loam top-soil, and 
be careful not to overwater. Thryallis is covered in yellow flowers from spring all the way ‘til 
frost, and the leaves are a nice, dark, glossy green. The leaves are small, giving the plant a 

bit of wispiness in a light breeze. It is listed as deer resistant—a big plus for central Texas landscapes. Thryallis is listed as hardy to only 
about 25 degrees F, making it a little susceptible to freeze damage, but even when temperatures drop below 25, it’s normally root hardy 
and will bounce back in the spring. If the plant is freeze damaged, simply prune it back and let the new growth take over. Thryallis may 
also get overly leggy. If that happens you can either train it to have a more tree-like shape, or prune back the entire plant to encourage it 
to recover its bushiness. 

Daphne and Augie. Daphne Richards is the 
county extension agent for horticulture at the 
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service office for 
Travis County

http://www.klru.org/ctg/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ar8esXkXrGI
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZazAQ9CkTkw (CTG 2012)
Can you cover twelve-year-old oak tree above ground roots with compost?
Since exposed tree roots are pretty common, I imagine many people may have this question. Those exposed roots can actually be a 
hazard, so if you can cover them, you definitely should. And if the tree is in the middle of the lawn, the roots are also in the way of the 
mower and can get nicked, which wouldn’t be good. Building up the soil over those roots and planting a ground cover, one that doesn’t 
need to be mowed, is a great idea. Just make sure that the soil/compost or mulch that you add doesn’t touch the trunk, and that you don’t 
apply it too thick. Two to four inches is a good amount, but don’t apply more than that—you don’t want to cover those roots too deeply.  
I’m sure you’ve noticed how bark-y the exposed roots are. Although they once took up water and nutrients for the tree, now they serve as 
support, and are connected to the feeding roots, which are found at the dripline of the tree, out past the furthest branches. If you do plant 
a ground cover over the exposed roots, be careful not to damage the roots if you ever choose to dig around in that soil. A wounded spot 
will allow for the invasion of fungi and bacteria that could damage your tree. And a large cut might result in die-back in the part of the tree 
connected to the cut root.  
 
Texas mountain laurel, Sophora secundiflora 
This native shrub/small tree is an evergreen that is extremely drought tough. Even though rain was sparse the past two years, they 
survived without too much trouble, and recently put on quite a show this year, after our surprisingly wet winter. Mountain laurel is a slow-
grower, but well worth the wait. At maturity, it will be 10 to 20 feet tall and 8 to 12 feet wide, so give it plenty room. Since it grows so 
slowly, it may look lonely in such a large space until it gets big enough to fill it. Resist the urge to plant any other shrubs or large plants 
around it, but planting a ground cover would be fine.  Mountain laurel will bloom better if planted in full sun, but also does fine in part 
shade. It adapts to most soil types, but prefers rocky, limestone and needs very good drainage.  People often ask us why they don’t bloom. 
Maturity is one reason. And perhaps pruning off new flower spikes, which are brown and not too attractive, leading some people to get 
rid of them, not fully knowing what they are. Also, Texas mountain laurel can be attacked by the genista caterpillar. In one day, they can 
defoliate a tree, so be sure to apply Bacillus thuringiensis (Bt) at the first outbreak. Another great reason to choose this plant: it’s deer 
resistant.  The seeds are poisonous if swallowed, but not dangerous otherwise. Once fully mature, the seed pods turn dark brown or gray, 
and the seeds inside are dark red. The seeds have a very heavy seed coat, making them hard to germinate. But if you wish to try, it’s best 
to harvest the seed pods before they are fully developed and plant the seeds before they have turned red.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mkq66vkoAwI (CTG 2013)
Advice on sprucing up a neglected landscape 
Viewer Diane says that their home was vacant over a year and a half before they purchased it, so the yard is really out of shape. Well 
Diane, the best place to start would be your soil. If the landscape has not been irrigated since the house was vacated so long ago, the soil 
is going to be very compacted. So you should plan to rent the proper equipment, or hire someone to aerate. Then, put the landscape back 
on a regular irrigation schedule. Even watering just once a month, if we aren’t getting any rain, will go a long ways toward keeping your 
soil from drying out completely and shrinking in on itself. Compacted soil is like rock to a plant’s roots, so growth is really inhibited. But 
aeration will create nice little holes where irrigation water and oxygen can move into the soil more easily, helping to soften it up. As for the 
weeds, keep pulling them, as you say you’ve already started, and use mulch around any established trees and shrubs, or any plants that 
you intend to keep. Diane wanted to know about putting down newspaper under the mulch, and yes, that’s a great idea. Mulching alone 

Flashback Favs                 Continued...

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZazAQ9CkTkw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mkq66vkoAwI
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does help to inhibit weed growth, but really only works if the weed seeds haven’t yet germinated. Once the seedling emerges, the plant 
usually has plenty of stored carbohydrates to push up through your mulch, reach the sun, and grow by leaps and bounds overnight. A layer 
of newspaper, one section or 6 to 10 pages will usually do the trick. The newspaper barrier is a little harder for weeds to push through, 
although not impossible. Be sure to moisten the newspaper before you put the mulch on top of it. If we get lucky and get a hard rain soon, 
your mulch will wash right off of the dry newspaper in a little avalanche. 
 
Tatume squash, Cucurbita pepo, ‘Tatume’
This prolific producer is a must-have for any vegetable gardener, especially if you’re converting some lawn space and growing vegetables 
for the first time. It’s easy to grow and will likely produce more fruit than you can possibly eat. Viewer Caroline sent us these photos from 
her garden, where she says, and I quote, “I plant Tatume the first or second week of March and the stuff’s coming out of my ears by mid-
May.” Tatume prefers to sprawl on the ground, rather than be trellised, so give it plenty of space: 6 to 8 feet on all sides. If you’ve ever 
grown squash, you’ve come face to face with the dreaded squash vine borer, which destroys squash plants in the blink of an eye. Although 
it’s not immune to these insects, Tatume does tolerate the damage better than any other squash choice for Central Texas gardens. It also 
thrives in full sun, requiring very little supplemental irrigation: twice a week deep watering is usually sufficient to keep Tatume growing and 
blooming, and fruiting through early summer. If you find that you’re getting more squash than you can handle, simply harvest some of the 
blooms to use in salads. Many vegetables benefit from fertilization throughout production season, but Tatume will perform just fine if only 
fertilized lightly at the time of planting. Tatume squash is an heirloom variety, so you may have to shop around to find seeds.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MlOnflWfOLI (CTG 2013)
Can you mulch on top of live oak leaves that have fallen into garden beds, rather than rake them up? 
Viewer Robin usually removes them, since she’s heard they don’t break down easily. Well, Robin, I’d say that leaving them is just fine. 
You’re correct that live oak leaves don’t break down easily, but that’s okay, if they’re serving as mulch. My only caution is regarding the 
possibility of overwintering insects. If you noticed any sort of prolific insect infestation last year, such as caterpillars, I would suggest 
removing the leaf litter, and either composting it or recycling it curbside. But if you didn’t have any problems last year, it’s not likely that 
any overwintering insects that may be hiding in your leaf litter will pose enough of a problem to worry about. Especially since our winter 
was so dry.  I also got quite a few questions this winter about live oaks losing their leaves incredibly early this year, and whether this was 
due to the very early arrival of spring-like temperatures. Everyone’s live oaks were looking especially healthy at the time, so there was 
real concern about climate change. But the unseasonably warm temperatures were not to blame; at least, not as they reflect the seasons.  
The early defoliation seen in otherwise healthy live oaks is not out of the ordinary. There are many things that could cause senescence 
and shedding of leaves, but our recent drought seasons have certainly played a leading role. This may seem counter-intuitive, since the 
trees appear to be in excellent condition and not at all drought-stressed, but after many weeks without rain, even a healthy tree begins to 
prepare for a possibly bleak future. Leaves require water to support, and if there’s no water in sight, many trees will drop their leaves and 
go into dormancy until the stressful situation passes. Other factors causing early defoliation include insect (mites, aphids, Cynipid wasps, 
etc.) and disease (rust, tar spot, & other fungal leaf spots) ailments. Healthy trees should tolerate these problems and recover from them. 

Flashback Favs                 Continued...

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MlOnflWfOLI
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Mexican Tithonia, Tithonia rotundifolia, also known as Mexican sunflower
This sweet little sunflower relative makes a great addition to any sunny garden bed. It thrives in our Central Texas heat, but does need 
a little supplemental irrigation at the hottest, driest times of year. Be sure not to overwater, especially if you have clay soil. And don’t 
be fooled by its small stature when purchased: Tithonia can get up to 6 feet tall and 4 feet wide, although dwarf varieties are available. 
The leaves are rather coarse-textured and fuzzy, and the plant will be covered in orange flowers all summer long. If you shear the 
plant regularly, but lightly, to remove the spent blooms, it will flower even more prolifically. Tithonia is an annual, and can be planted in 
spring from either seeds or transplants. Since it does get so tall, be sure to put this plant in the back of garden bed, to highlight smaller 
perennials or groundcovers. Tithonia is irresistible to butterflies, so this plant should be a must-have in any wildlife garden. 

THINGS TO DO IN MARCH
FERTILIZE: Begin monthly feedings of hibiscus after pruning. Start a rose feeding schedule. Fertilize established fruit and nut trees with 1 
lb. 15-5-10 per inch of trunk diameter. Berry bushes should receive 1/3 cup per square yard of planting area.

DISEASES / PESTS TO LOOK FOR: Watch for aphids on new growth, spider mites on older leaves and cut worms on young transplants. 
Spray peach and plum trees for curculio weevils when 3/4 of the petals have fallen (repeat three times at two-week intervals).

PRUNE: Prune hibiscus, also spring flowering shrubs and trees, after they bloom. Prune and train vines. Shape spring-blooming shrubs with 
light pruning after bloom. Allow bulb foliage to yellow and die before removing.

Flashback Favs                 Continued...



The Compost Bin March 2016  Page 14

Sunshine Community Gardens Spring Plant Sale 
Saturday, March 5, 2016

9am - 2pm

Sunshine Community Gardens
4814 Sunshine Dr

Austin, TX
 
“See something, say something”…a program that gardeners can 
use to improve observation skills detecting invasive pest (insects) 
and diseases such as the brown marmorated stink bug and rose 
rosette (see picture) that may appear and cause problems in our 
gardens and landscapes. Susan Jung and Tommie Clayton, Travis 
County Master Gardeners, will introduce you to the National Plant 
Diagnostic Network program, review “wanted posters” so you’ll 
know what to look for, web based resources, and where to report 
sightings for confirmation.

Details at http://www.sunshinecommunitygarden.org/

Zilker Gardens (AOG) Annual Plant Sale
Saturday, March 5, 2016

9am - 2pm

Zilker Botanical Gardens
2220 Barton Springs Road

Austin, TX
 
There will be organic vegetable and herb starts for your spring 
garden as well as ornamentals and seeds. For more information, 
please visit www.austinorganicgardeners.org.

Zilker park entrance fee is $2 per adult, $1 per child (ages 3-12) 
or seniors (age 62 & over), $3 for non-Austin Residents. 

Lawn Maintenance for Water Conservation 
Thursday, March 10, 2016

10am - 12pm

Travis Co AgriLife Extension Service Office
1600 Smith Road

Austin, TX
 
When there are drought conditions in Central Texas, landscape 
plants become water-stressed so it’s important to look at how 
you are caring for your lawn to help it survive. Learn how to look 
for signs of insects, diseases and weeds. In addition, find out the 
best way to water, fertilize, and mow your lawn. Daphne Richards, 
County Extension Agent - Horticulture Texas A&M AgriLife Exten-
sion Service Travis County leads educational programming in the 
areas of home horticulture, urban agriculture, and the green in-
dustry. She also serves as the coordinator of the local Master Gar-
dener program. Watch her each week on the award-winning tele-
vision program “Central Texas Gardener.” You might also see her 
around town at various gardening events with Augie, her sweet 
little Dachshund.

Part of the Dealing with Drought Series
Cost: $10 through 2/29; $15 starting 3/1 and on-site
NO cash accepted – checks and credit cards only.

Space is limited so register on-line early to reserve your seat!
Register: https://agriliferegister.tamu.edu/TravisCounty
Register by Phone: 979-845-2604

http://www.sunshinecommunitygarden.org/
http://www.austinorganicgardeners.org
https://agriliferegister.tamu.edu/index.cfm/productDetails/productid/1975/


The Compost Bin March 2016  Page 15

Pat Mokry, President
Denise Harrelson, Vice-President for 
Programs
Sue King, Vice-President for Education
Jo Anne Hargraves, Volunteer Coordinator 
for Projects
Sue King, Volunteer Coordinator for 
Trainees
Sue Colbath, Secretary
Ila Falvey, Treasurer
Toi Powell, Membership Director
Joe Posern, Greenhouse Manager
Sally Dickson, Austin Area Garden Council 
Representative
Rosalie Russell, State Council 
Representative
Susan Jung, State Council Representative
Joe Posern – Immediate Past President

Past Presidents (Non-voting):
Jackie Johnson
Carolyn Williams
Manda Rash
Susan Decker
Becky Waak
Tommie Clayton
Susan Cashin
Peggy Stewart
Bill Boytim
Don Freeman
Will Walker

Ex Officio Member of the Board 
(Non-voting): 

Texas AgriLife Extension Travis County  
Horticulture Agent: Daphne Richards
1600-B Smith Road, Austin, Texas 78721
512-854-9600 drichards@ag.tamu.edu

TRAVIS COUNTY MASTER GARDENER ASSOCIATION  
2016 EXECUTIVE BOARD
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This issue of the Compost Bin has been published thanks to the contributions of the following Travis County Master 
Gardeners and Daphne Richards and Wizzie Brown — Texas A&M AgriLife Extension

 

© 2015 Travis County Master Gardeners Association 
www.tcmastergardeners.org 
http://travis-tx.tamu.edu 
512-854-9600

Editor and Layout:
Liath Appleton 
 
Assistant Editor:
Martha King 

The Compost Bin Submissions
We are always looking for Travis County Master Gardeners who are interested in writing for our monthly newsletter, and we 

would love to see your 
articles, photographs, book reviews and gardening ideas.

General Guidelines
• Please first email the editor to discuss potential article ideas.
• Email contributions as attachments (preferably in Word with a .doc or .rtf suffix).
• Please send images as separate attachments (preferably .jpg suffix). Don’t forget to include photographer acknowled-

ments and captions.

Send your submissions, announcements, questions and 
suggestions to: editor.compostbin@gmail.com

“Indoors or out, no one relaxes in March, that month of wind and taxes, the wind will presently disappear, the taxes last us all the year.”  
-  Ogden Nash

Photographers: 
Liath Appleton 
Bruce Leander 

Contributing Writers:  
Wizzie Brown 
Patty Leander 
Jean Love El Harim 
Pat Mokry 
Daphne Richards 
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