
   In this issue ...

In the Vegetable Garden

Emerald Ash Borer

East Austin Garden Fair

A Pomegranate Proposal

Bamberger Ranch

May 2015The Compost Bin
A Publication of the Travis County Master Gardeners
a volunteer program of Texas A&M AgriLife 



The Compost Bin May 2015 Page 2  

Inside this Issue....
• Meeting, May 6
• In the Vegetable Garden
• Emerald Ash Borer
• Meet the Master Gardeners 
• Weeds and Reads: Book Guide
• A Pomegranate Proposal
• East Austin Garden Fair
• Bamberger Ranch Tour
• Announcements - IAGT
• Austin Area Events
• 2015 TCMGA Board
• Credits

..... Page 2

..... Page 3

..... Page 6

..... Page 7

..... Page 9

..... Page 10

..... Page 14

..... Page 16

..... Page 19

..... Page 21

..... Page 23

..... Page 24

The Local Foods Economy of Austin: How to Turn 
Your Home Garden into a Moneymaker 

Annelies Lottmann is a Master Gardener and Farmstand Manager of 
Yard to Market Co-op. 

You put love, expertise, time, and money into your veggie garden.  
Now your garden can pay you back!  By eating all you can, getting 
the lowest possible price on seeds, seedlings and garden inputs, 
and selling some of your bounty, your garden can have a net posi-
tive impact on your home economy. Whether you’re clearing out 
your beds and want an alternative to the compost pile, or are inter-
ested in learning how to turn your hobby into a thriving home busi-
ness year round, this talk provides tips and real-world experience.  
Learn how to be the most successful seller you can be at any scale, 
and find out about the opportunities for yard producers in Austin’s 
booming local foods marketplace.

 
 

Master Gardener Meeting information: 
Wednesday, May 6, 2015, starting at 7 pm 

Zilker Botanical Garden
 

 Master Gardener meetings are open to certified 
Master Gardeners and trainees only.

Cover Photo:  
Southern peas are a 
Southern classic; plant 
now and you will be 
harvesting fresh peas 
by the end of July. 
By Bruce Leander 
 
Right: By Liath Apple-
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Congratulations to the friendly and organized Bell County Master Gardener Association for hosting 
a fantastic State Conference in Belton last month. Engaging speakers, relevant topics, wonderful 
hospitality and quality vendors made it an enjoyable opportunity to learn and visit with like minds 
from around the state. I even ran into my former next-door neighbor, Melinda, who is now a Bell 
County Master Gardener. I think of her every spring when my current next-door neighbor invites 
me to pick loquats from the two trees Melinda planted over 10 years ago.  
One of my favorite gardeners, the always entertaining and inspiring Greg Grant, charmed the 
audience with stories and photographs of his East Texas ancestry and conservation efforts in 
Arcadia. I’ve had the pleasure of 
visiting Greg’s homeplace in Arcadia 
and can’t resist sharing a few of the 
photographs Bruce took while there. 
Greg’s enthusiasm and optimism 
knows no bounds. He has been 
beaten down over the years with 
physical ailments resulting in neck, 
back, shoulder and hip surgeries, 
yet he refuses to give in, and 
somehow bounces back. He made 
the conference attendees howl when 
he declared that if one day his body 
gives out and quits working he will 
just garden with his lips! Gotta love 
that kind of determination. 
Next year the State Conference will 
be hosted in McKinney by the Collin 
County Master Gardeners, May 17-19. 
Put it on your calendar!
April was a seductive month for 

gardening – pleasant temperatures, moist soil, no mosquitoes. But all of 
that is about to change. May is here and surely that means hot days, warm nights, fire ants and plenty of other critters planning to frolic 
and dine among our vegetables. Check regularly for insect damage, being sure to inspect the stems and the underside of the leaves, 
looking for eggs and infant stages of pests (hint: they are usually in large groups) and treat as needed to avoid serious damage to your 
vegetables. Spraying a pesticide is not always the answer. Some larger pests, such as hornworms and stinkbugs, can be picked off by 
hand, and smaller pests, such as spider mites and aphids, are easily dislodged with a strong spray of water. The key is to stay ahead 

Greg Grant’s dogtrot home in Arcadia, Texas, population 57

Despite several debilitating surgeries, 
Greg remains funny, charming and ever 
optimistic, declaring that if his body ever 
gave out completely he would garden with 
his lips!



of any pest outbreak. Consider all your control options, and if a pesticide is 
warranted, always start with the least toxic remedy, read the label and follow 
the instructions specifically for the pest in question, treating more than once if 
warranted.   
Here is the vegetable gardener’s checklist for May:
• As tomatoes grow, gently direct stems so they stay inside their cages. Once 

they escape it’s very difficult to pull them back inside the cage without 
breaking the stems. 

• Yellow specks or stippling on the surface of leaves is an indication that 
spider mites are present on the underside, sucking the chlorophyll right out 
of the leaf. An infestation can (will!) cause severe damage to plants, so it’s 
important to take action immediately. Blast them off with a strong spray 
of water directed at the underside of the leaves, or spray with insecticidal 
soap. You won’t get them all the first time, and eggs hatch every 3-5 days, 
so you’ll need to do this every 4-5 days. Another organic option is to spray 
liquid seaweed weekly as a preventative measure throughout the season. 

• Fertilize fruiting vegetables (tomatoes, squash, cucumbers, peppers, 
eggplant) with 2-3 tablespoons of organic fertilizer per plant when the first 
fruit appear, and again 3-4 weeks later. 

• Onion bulbs expand as the days get longer, and when the tops fall over 
they are ready to harvest, usually by late May or early June. Go ahead 
and harvest any onions that send up a flower stalk now. They are perfectly 
edible and will not get any bigger. They also don’t store well, so enjoy them 
sooner rather later.  

• Lettuce is out and summer greens are in. A few options include Malabar 
spinach, sweet potato leaves, golden purslane, molokhia and vegetable 
amaranth. Don’t let amaranth spread – it is super easy to grow, but can 
easily become a super weed. If you plant summer greens and then decide 
that you are not a fan, don’t let them go to waste. Use them to make a 
plant tonic, or add them to your compost. 
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In the Vegetable Garden                 Continued...

Top: Stippling on the surface of leaves is an indication that spider 
mites are present. Take action! 
Bottom: Potatoes should be ready to harvest by the end of the month.



• Late May is a good time to dig around the base of your potato plants and 
harvest a few small new potatoes. Once the leaves turn yellow and start to 
die back you can pull up the entire plant and harvest all the potatoes.

• Plant heat-lovers like sweet potatoes, okra, yard long beans or any member 
of the Southern pea family such as black-eye, purple hull or crowder peas. 

• Plant Swiss chard in a spot where it will receive protection from the hot 
afternoon sun. If it starts to look ragged and worn, cut it back a few inches 
above the ground and it will resprout. 

• This is the perfect time to fill a compost bin with leaves, weeds, oak 
tassels, grass clippings and kitchen scraps. Keep the pile moist and turn 
occasionally.
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In the Vegetable Garden                 Continued...

Top Left: Squash plants tend to produce a flush of male flowers on long skinny stems before the 
female flowers (the ones with the immature fruit) appear.
Top Right: A gift of luscious loquats from a next-door neighbor’s tree. 
Bottom: The leaf footed bug is much easier to eliminate at this soft-bodied and non-flying 
immature stage.

Photos by Bruce Leander



The Compost Bin May 2015  Page 6

Emerald ash borer, often referred to as EAB, is an exotic pest from Asia. This beetle is a serious threat to ash trees. The Emerald ash borer 
was accidentally introduced into the United States in the 1990’s from Asia. It was in wood packing material for items shipped to Michigan.  
EAB has not yet been confirmed in Texas, but it has been found in Arkansas.
Larvae bore into trees under the bark and cut off the water and nutrient conducting vessels. Larvae are creamy white, legless with a 
flattened body. Larvae are 1- 1 ½ inches in length when fully developed.  
As an adult, the beetle is elongated and cylindrical with the pronotum (a part of the thorax) extended back as a lobe towards the 
abdomen. Most notably, these beetles are bright, metallic green with reddish hues. The adults are about 1/2 inch in size. If the wings are 
removed or lifted, the upper side of the abdomen is bright coppery-red and is a great character to separate this beetle from closely related 
species in Central Texas. Please note that there is varying coloration - more blue or reddish instead of green. If you have concerns or 
questions on identification, collect samples and submit them to me.
Canopy die back is often seen in the top one third of the canopy, and then moves down until the tree is bare. Epicormic shoots may also 
be seen. Vertical fissures may appear on the bark, and galleries may be seen through the openings. If bark is peeled off of the tree, 
serpentine galleries packed with frass may be seen. Adult beetles produce a d-shaped exit hole (1/8 inch diameter).
Woodpeckers may cause damage to trees infested with EAB. Look for flaking bark and uneven holes caused by the woodpeckers feeding 
on larvae and pupae.  
If you suspect Emerald ash borer on your ash trees, please collect a sample or take photos and contact me.
For more information or help with identification, contact Wizzie Brown, Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service Program Specialist at 
512.854.9600. Check out my blog at www.urban-ipm.blogspot.com

www.urban-ipm.blogspot.com


 
Marion grew up in Midland, Texas, and attended Texas A&M, where she earned 
a Bachelor of Science in Horticulture, and thirteen years later, an Associate’s 
Degree in Nursing from Midland College. She has also lived in Lubbock, College 
Station, Killeen/Belton, and now lives in the Deep Eddy area of Austin.
Right out of college, Marion worked for the Texas A&M Agricultural Experiment 
Station in Temple, Texas, as a research technician studying drought tolerant 
sorghum to identify what characteristics made the plant more likely to thrive 
despite drought. “If you are a rancher and you have a cow that needs some 
feed, then you are glad that there are sorghum farmers who can grow a crop 
that is drought-tolerant,” she says. “Through the years, every crop that they 
grow in Texas has become more and more drought-tolerant.”
She also worked as a secretary and receptionist for an oil company before 
returning to school to get her RN license. After that, she worked as a nurse for 
several years, mostly offering end-of-life home care.” I was a nurse,” she says, 
“but I never could figure out what to do with my daughter during the summer. 
When you’re a nurse, you are part of a team, and the patients are there 
regardless of whether your daughter has to go to the doctor or whether you can 
find adequate child care. The patients are there, so if you are going to be part 
of that team, then you need to be there, or let them find somebody who can be 
there.”
Marion explains that her involvement with Zilker Botanical Garden and with 
the Master Gardeners started out as a hobby after she stopped working as a 
nurse.  “I like working full time,” she says. “Within two years after I left my 
nursing job, I was a docent, and I always said ‘yes’ unless I had some prior 
commitment. Then I got more involved with the program and helping schedule 
volunteers, and then I ended up on the AAGC [Austin Area Garden Council] 

board. It has been a pleasure to work as part of the team. I’m learning so much from other people and picking up new skills along the 
way.”
Marion claims to have no particular talents. “I am in a choir with my daughter, but that doesn’t mean I can sing. My daughter has Down 
syndrome. She’s 33. There’s a community chorus for adults with disabilities with a buddy. That’s how I get to be in a choir -- because I’m 
her buddy. I can sing better today than I was able to sing ten years ago because of the weekly practice.”
Marion undoubtedly has a talent for gardening, an interest she inherited from her mother and grandmother. Her mom had roses, irises, 
fruit trees and pecan trees. Every time Marion and her family went to visit her grandmother, the first thing they would do was go outside 
to see what was blooming. After Marion moved away from home, the tradition continued. When Marion would go home for a visit, before 
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Marion at the Garden Center. Photo: Martha King
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doing anything else, they would say, “Let’s go see the garden.”
Marion is satisfied when her garden in Austin has some flowers and tomatoes in the summer and greens in the winter. She also really likes 
her orange and kumquat trees, but is leaning toward more drought-resistant plants in the future. Her biggest gardening challenges have 
been deer, when she lived in Lost Creek, and trying to conserve water. Her favorite plant right now is Satsuma orange, but says that “next 
year my favorite will be something else.”
Marion has been a Master Gardener since 1999, and apart from the time she spends taking care of her daughter, she spends most of her 
time volunteering for Master Gardener activities and participating in many other Austin Area Garden Council activities and events. Marion 
has been president of the Docents of Zilker Botanical Garden for many years, and she volunteers many hours during the Zilker Garden 
Festival, this year as the Volunteer Coordinator.  Marion earned the MG Entomology specialist certification. Her favorite MG activity is 
working with the ZBG Docents. For Marion, the most rewarding aspect of the Master Gardener program is “working with volunteers and 
meeting new people.”
She is also President of the Austin Area Garden Council, the governing body for the 31 garden clubs that are members of the Austin Area 
Garden Council. The Garden Council has a public private partnership with the City of Austin, manages the Gift Shop, and employs gift shop 
personnel and an operations manager. The Garden Council organizes fund-raisers to cover operating expenses, and pay attendants during 
night meetings of AAGC member clubs. The Garden Council also donates to the horticulture program at Zilker Botanical Garden, providing 
plants and mulch and covering the expenses of some projects and repairs.
“I am an advocate for garden clubs,” Marion concludes. My mom was in three garden clubs when I was growing up. They started out the 
same way that the garden clubs in Austin started out. They had their shows in whatever facility they could reserve. Then they built a 
building. In Midland it was called the Women’s Club because it was more than just garden clubs. Here in Austin, the Garden Center was 
built specifically for garden club meetings, education programs, flower shows, and plant sales. That is something that I support 100%, and 
I think should continue to exist.”

Meet the Master Gardeners                Continued...
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There’s a lot of reading material out there, and new books are being published faster than anyone could ever possibly keep up! Hopefully 
these lists will help myself and others find fun and insightful new books to enjoy between the weeding and the watering.

 
May 2015:

Woman-Powered Farm: Manual for a Self-Sufficient Lifestyle from Homestead to Field - May 
4, 2015
by Audrey Levatino, Michael Levatino (Photographer)
Women are leading the new farming revolution in America. Much of the impetus to move back to the 
land, raise our own food, and connect with our agricultural past is being driven by women. [more] 

Texas Lizards: A Field Guide - May 15, 2015
by Troy D Hibbitts, Toby J Hibbitts, Laurie J Vitt (Foreword)
“Texas offers the opportunity to observe lizard diversity like no other part of the 
country,” writes Laurie J. Vitt in the foreword to “Texas Lizards.” From the moist 
eastern Piney Woods to the western deserts, lizards can be found in every part 
of Texas.[more]

Therapeutic Gardens: Design for Healing Spaces - May 20, 2015
by Daniel Winterbottom, Amy Wagenfeld
More than ever before, landscape architects, garden designers, and healthcare 
professionals are asked to create gardens that meet the physical, psychological, 
emotional, and social needs of a wide range of user groups. [more]

Frida Kahlo’s Garden - May 25, 2015
by Adriana Zavala, et al.
This vibrant book provides a thrilling new perspective from which to appreciate Frida Kahlo’s paintings 
against the backdrop of her home and garden as explored in The New York Botanical Garden’s 
groundbreaking exhibition. [more]

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/25438012-woman-powered-farm
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/23462916-texas-lizards
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/23492859-therapeutic-gardens
http://www.amazon.com/Frida-Kahlos-Garden-Adriana-Zavala/dp/3791354566/ref=zg_bsnr_5241_66
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Why would a Central Texas gardener or farmer be interested in pomegranates? 
Originally from Central Asia and Persia, pomegranates have been mentioned 
in ancient documents and throughout history. Some believe that it was the 
apple of the Garden of Eden. This fruit has been a symbol of prosperity, hope, 
abundance, life-giving forces, fertility, and immortality. Sweet and tart like 
nature’s candy, pomegranates are loaded with antioxidants and are being 
studied for cardiac health and anti-viral benefits. Apart from their captivating 
and ancient history and apart from their flavor and health benefits, why might 
we want to grow them in Central Texas? They are beautiful, resilient, productive 
fruit trees that may be well-adapted to our climate, a fine addition to our home 
gardens, and potentially a crop for commercial production in Texas. And who 
can explain, anyway, why we Master Gardeners develop these affinities for 
certain plants? Here is what happened when pomegranates sparked a passion in 
me.
Seeing ornamental and fruiting varieties of pomegranates growing so well 
in Austin,  I went googling and found an excellent source of information for 
Texas gardeners: the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension publication E-613 2-13, 
Pomegranates, by Larry Stein, Jim Kamas, and Monte Nesbitt, Extension Fruit 
Specialists with The Texas A&M University System. Pomegranates (Punica 
granatum) are in the Lythraceae family, the same family as crape myrtles.  
The deciduous plant with dark, glossy leaves tends to grow as a multi-trunked 

shrub, though it can be trained as a small tree. The large, red-orange flowers produce fruit that can get as big as an orange, with a crown 
called a calyx on the flower end. The color of the rind and the color and acidity of the arils vary according to variety. Pomegranates can 
grow in almost any soil as long as it is well drained and are adapted to hot, dry summers and winter freezes in central, southern, and 
southeastern Texas. Further studies are being conducted to learn more about the adaptability of several varieties in Texas. Pomegranates 
grow well on their own root stock (do not require grafting) and are easily propagated from hardwood cuttings from winter pruning. They 
produce best if planted in full sun and watered regularly, and are best grown as bushes with three to five trunks. At maturity, the bushes 
should be pruned annually to maintain an open vase structure for better air flow, light penetration, and fruit quality.
I also read The Incredible Pomegranate Plant and Fruit by Dr. Richard Ashton, Barbara Baer, and David Silverstein. This book gives 
information about the history of the pomegranate, stories about the Russian-born botanist, Dr. Gregory Levin, and his lifetime of research 
on wild pomegranates in Central Asia, and much more information about pomegranates: cultural requirements, production, harvesting, 
commercial potential, varieties of pomegranates grown around the world, methods of propagation, recipes, health benefits, and 
pomegranate tastings in 2005 and 2006.

Buds in April. Photo: JLEL

http://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/fruit-nut/files/2010/10/pomegranates1.pdf
http://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/fruit-nut/files/2010/10/pomegranates1.pdf
http://ucanr.edu/sites/Pomegranates/files/164443.pdf
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To learn more about Dr. Gregory Levin’s history with pomegranates, I found 
his book, Pomegranate Roads: A Soviet Botanist’s Exile from Eden, translated 
from Russian by Margaret Hopstein, published in November 2006 by Floreant 
Press. In addition to giving information about pomegranate history, botany, 
and culture, this memoir transports the reader to the foothills of the Trans-
Caucasus, vicariously following the footsteps and living the adventures of Dr. 
Levin as he searched for and studied wild and endangered pomegranates.  
Forced to leave his experimental station in southern Russia, Dr. Levin moved 
to Israel and took several varieties of pomegranate with him, which he 
subsequently sent to the Wolfskill Experimental Orchards, part of the USDA 
National Clonal Germplasm Repositories at the University of California at Davis, 
where they were grown in quarantine. 
The more I read, the more I wanted to try growing the new varieties, so 
I contacted Jim Kamas, assistant professor and Extension horticulturist 
(Pomology & Viticulture), who generously gave me two rooted cuttings from 
the pomegranate trial plots in Fredericksburg, one of Spanish Sweet and one of 
Surh Anor. These are now flourishing in my garden and producing fruit. 

Searching for more 
information about 
pomegranates in 
Texas, I contacted 
the Texas Pomegranate Growers Cooperative (TPGC). One of the members, 
Ernie Yates, informed me that the TPGC has 28 members who are growing 
commercial quantities of pomegranates in most areas of Texas. Over the past 
five years, the TPGC has tested different varieties of pomegranates and has 
found several that do well in Texas, for example: Texas Red (Russian 18), 
Early (Kandahar), Sal (Salavatsky), Pecos (Surh Anor), and Sumbar. “Poms 
are a desert plant,” advises Mr. Yates. “They don’t like to have wet feet, but 
they do well in hot summers and survive winters in most parts of Texas.” With 
greater total production, the pomegranate industry promises to become a very 
profitable agribusiness in Texas. So if you know any landowners in Texas looking 
for a good crop to grow, you can tell them about pomegranates and suggest 
they get in touch with the TPGC.
Even though I already had two pomegranates growing in the back yard, I 
got a hankering for two Russian varieties that had received consistently high 
ratings in taste tests: Parfianka and Sirenevyi. These two varieties were not yet 
available in local nurseries, so once again, I contacted Jim Kamas, asking if he 

A Passion for Pomegranates                Continued...

Coop bales producing.

The package of cuttings from Jim Kamas. Photo: JLEL

Cuttings after three months. Photo: JLEL
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knew where I might find them. True to his kind and generous nature, he offered 
to send some cuttings from the trial plots in Fredericksburg. 
On March 1, 2013, the mailman delivered the package of cuttings, which 
included instructions on how to root them: cut sections 6 to fourteen inches 
long (re-cut the ends), use a rooting hormone if desired, stick the cuttings 
upright in a well-drained medium such as sand, and keep the cuttings warm and 
moist for 4 to 8 weeks while they root. 
Within the hour, I had followed Dr. Kamas’ instructions and had the cuttings 
in 6-inch pots of sand. That day a cold front was blowing through and with a 
freeze expected the next day, I moved the cuttings into the water heater closet 
to keep them warm. 
As I continued to transplant the leafed-out cuttings over the next three months, 
I learned that even though the first tiny leaves began to appear after two 
weeks, it can take several weeks for the pomegranates to develop a good root 
formation. 
By June, all the transplants were growing, and I gave away all but the two 
I planted in the garden in September, one Sirenevyi and one Parfianka. By 
October 2013, both were well established and showing new growth and are now 
growing strong and healthy in the garden.
Over the winter of 2014, while my pomegranate plants rested in full dormancy 
in the garden, I was busy learning more. I contacted Dr. Kamas and arranged 
to visit the pomegranate trial plots in Fredericksburg in January 2015.  I also 
learned that Nancy Bardouche, a Master Gardener in Burnet County, had 
organized a Highland Lakes Master Gardener pomegranate cold-hardiness study. 
When I contacted Nancy, we agreed to meet in Fredericksburg, where Dr. Kamas 
and Andrew Labay, associate at the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Viticulture and 

Fruit Lab in Fredericksburg, graciously gave us a tour of the pomegranate trial beds and cuttings of the Russian varieties that had come out 
of quarantine in the U.C. Davis germplasm bank, including Kandahar, Salavatski, Kazaki, and Sumbar. They also showed us their system for 
rooting cuttings: laying the cuttings horizontally, buried in moist cedar fiber, in a bin with holes for aeration, inside the greenhouse where 
they would stay cool but never freezing during the winter while they developed root callus. In their experience, the cedar fiber provided a 
favorable medium because, in addition to being light and well-aerated, the chemical properties of the cedar fiber inhibit bacterial activity 
and decay. 
When I got home that day, I cut, bundled, and labeled the different varieties and used what I had at hand: a large plastic bag poked with 
holes for aeration, and a mixture of light, moist potting soil and perlite to cover the horizontally arranged bundles of cuttings. I put the 
rooting bag in the water heater closet, the only space in my house where the cuttings could be kept unfrozen and undisturbed. Then I 
crossed my fingers and checked regularly over the next several weeks to keep the soil moist.

A Passion for Pomegranates                Continued...

The group at the pomegranate trial beds at the Texas 
A&M Agrilife Extension pomegranate trial beds in 
Fredericksburg on January 19, 2015: from left to 
right: Andrew Labay, Nancy Bardouche, Trish Moncus, 
Paula Montandon, Sue Lilley, Peter Bird, Ed Lilley, 
Lynn Bird, Jean Love, Susan Nye, and Jim Kamas. 
Photo: Nancy Bardouche
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Rooting is a waiting game that requires much patience, so while I waited, I contacted Dr. 
Stein to learn more about what we Travis County Master Gardeners might do to participate 
in a pomegranate study. In early March, Dr. Stein responded that he would be happy for 
Travis County Master Gardeners to participate in the pomegranate cold-hardiness study. He 
plans to send cuttings during the next cutting window, in January or February 2016. 
When I unearthed my cuttings from Frederickburg on March 7, 2015, almost seven weeks 
after I had laid them to root, it appeared that several had formed calluses, and a few had 
even sprouted leaves! This was not, however, the ideal rooting arrangement. The holey 
plastic bag worked fine, but the potting soil was too heavy, and I had kept the soil too wet, 
causing some of cuttings to get moldy and begin to decay. Also, although the cuttings should 
never freeze, cooler temperatures would have been better than the warm conditions in my 
water heater closet. Still, most of the cuttings looked viable, and I potted them all, just to 
see. By mid April, a few of the cuttings had survived and were showing new growth. 
And now, dear friends, comes the proposal. 
With Dr. Stein’s intention to send us 150 cuttings from 10 pomegranate varieties in January 
or February 2016, it is time to start organizing our TCMG pomegranate cold-hardiness 
study. Daphne Richards and the TCMGA Board of Directors have approved the project, 
and volunteers will claim hours for their participation. We need 10 TCMGs who each agree 
to plant 10 pomegranates in one location, in full sun, 12 to 15 feet apart; to care for and 
observe them over the five years of the study for bud break, flowering period, fruit ripening, 
and fruit quality; and to report observations in 2021.  Our observations will be written up in 
a report that will be submitted to Daphne Richards and Dr. Stein and offered for publication 
in the Compost Bin and anywhere else we can think of to share the results with the public.
If you think you might like to participate in this study, please send me an email, call, or 
tell me the next time we meet. We will need to have a complete roster of 10 volunteers by 
December 2015.
Ideally, the results of our study would add to the growing body of knowledge about 
cultivating new varieties of pomegranates in Central Texas and help encourage members of the Texas agribusiness community to expand 
this industry in our state. Not to mention the fact that you would then have several fine pomegranate bushes blooming and fruiting in your 
garden, bringing you and your family and friends health, hope, and happiness for years to come!
Hoping to hear from you soon, 
Jean Love El Harim

A Passion for Pomegranates                Continued...

Andrew Labay demonstrating how cuttings 
are rooted. Photo: Nancy Bardouche
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The Ninth Annual East Austin Garden Fair was held on Saturday April 11th at 
the Zaragoza Recreation Center.  The weather was a little overcast and rainy 
for this (normally) outdoor event, but arrangements were made to get the 
fair moved inside the recreation center gymnasium. Over 500 area residents 
attended! It was a great event to learn more about growing herbs, citrus, 
vegetables, roses, succulents, houseplants, terrariums and trees.
Methods were demonstrated for growing with greenhouses/hoop houses, 
row covers, straw bales, grow boxes, and alternate methods of gardening. 
Education demos/displays were available to learn more about drip irrigation, 
rainwater harvesting, hydroponics, tools and techniques, preserving the harvest 
and food safety/labeling and being fire wise. There were “lively” displays for 
raising bees, chickens and rabbits with booths on vermiculture, bugs and 
butterflies! The popular plant give away was a huge success! One lucky winner 
went home with a new rain barrel!
There were a wealth of activities for the kids: a craft building table, bean bags, 
clay crafts, basil 
eggs, seed balls 
and learning about 
seeds, good & bad 
bugs, touchy feely 
soils and maps, 

and what plants do for us! Many expressed how they enjoyed the variety of 
concepts and how friendly, knowledgeable and informative it was. Parents 
especially liked all the activities for kids. Comments included “My 10yr old son 
stayed engaged almost 3 hours – great testimony!’ and “Very fun for both 
adults and kids – My 4 yr old LOVED IT!”
You probably have already heard that this event has won 2nd place in the 
International Gardeners Search for Excellence. Well this year’s fair was a great 
representation of the award and what this activity does for the East Austin 
community. This is a wonderful way to provide community awareness and 
education while having fun. 
A big THANK YOU to all who helped plan, advertise, setup, direct traffic, greet, 
educate, photograph, give out free items, collect data and pack it all away for 
next year. As a thank you to the Rec Center, a butterfly garden was planted 
out front at the end of the event.  

Photo: Janis Smolucha

Photo: Janis Smolucha
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Even with the threat of rain, attendance increased to 475 fairgoers, and over 150 Master Gardeners/Interns and Community Partners 
helped bring it all together. Over 500 plants (tomatoes, peppers, herbs and ornamentals) were distributed for free to attendees. Thanks 
to the greenhouse team for growing over 400 of them! Free gardening magazines (donated by MGs/Interns) and plastic 5 gallon buckets 
(thanks to Travis Co Jail) were also given away, to the delight of the fairgoers. 
This event is made possible by your commitment and passion. It’s also a great time to meet fellow master gardeners and learn something 
new! More exciting topics will be added for our 10 year anniversary based on the feedback from this year’s attendees – stay tuned, and 
join the fun in 2016!

 

East Austin Garden Fair                  Continued...

Photo: Kirk Walden Photo: Kirk Walden
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On a beautiful sunny morning in October 2014, a group of 37 Master Gardeners 
toured Bamberger Ranch Preserve near Johnson City. For most, this was their 
first visit to the Ranch, but for two of us it was a nostalgic reunion. Maryanne 
Neeley and I were privileged in October 1995 to be in the first group of 
volunteers who planted Bigtooth Maples on the nature trail near the spring-fed 
Madrone Lake.
Now, exactly 19 years later, it was exciting to see the fruits of our labor as 
we meandered along the present-day well-developed trail of mature native 
hardwood trees. Selah, Bamberger Ranch Preserve is a 5,500-acre ranch 
owned by J. David Bamberger that has been described as the largest habitat 
restoration project on private land in Texas. After starting out as a vacuum 
cleaner salesman, then making his fortune as co-founder and CEO of Church’s 
Fried Chicken, Bamberger set out in 1969 to buy the 5,500 acres he described 
as the “worst piece of real estate in Blanco County.” Through his vision for 
land restoration and decades-long effort, he has restored ecological balance to 
the land that had been virtually destroyed by more than a century of misuse.  
“Naming his preserve Selah—from the Old Testament term meaning “pause and 
reflect”—Bamberger dedicated himself and his resources to protecting species 
and educating school children, conservation groups, government officials, and 
everyone else who will listen to his central message, which he delivers with 
evangelical zeal:  We must take care of the earth, and anyone can help.”
By selectively clearing out the wall-to-wall Ashe Juniper and planting native 
grasses, Bamberger restored the natural beauty of the land, brought water to 

the property, and increased the number of insect and bird species, including the Golden Cheek Warbler and Black Cap Vireo. The success of 
his programs is evident in the photos below of the stark contrast between the barrenness of the land in 1995 and the incredibly beautiful 
lush landscape, as seen today.
Executive Director Colleen Gardner led the Ranch tour, with presentations by Ranch Biologist Steven Fulton and a Bat Biologist (whose 
name I have unfortunately forgotten).  Our group traveled in an open air trailer with a shade bonnet which made several stops:
• Madrone Lake, which features a rainfall simulation demonstration, demo garden of native grasses, and hiking trail among native 

hardwood trees
• Chiroptorium, a manmade bat cave originally built as an observatory for the natural behavior of a maternal colony, which currently 

holds a quarter of a million Mexican Freetail bats 
 

Maryanne Neeley and husband Craig digging the holes 
for the 1 gal Bigtooth Maples in Oct 1995. Photo: Lois 
Pesz
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•    Scimitar-Horned Oryx, one of the 
largest of very few herds remaining in 
the world of these South African antelope 
that are currently extinct in the wild.
•    Hes’ Country Store, built as a 
tribute to his Amish mother who was an 
instinctual environmentalist and taught 
him to love the natural world.  Inside, 
Bamberger regaled us with favorite 
stories of his mother, gave us hugs, and 
autographed our books, “Water From 
Stone:  The Story of Selah, Bamberger 
Ranch Preserve.”
We ended the tour with a visit to the 
onsite nursery, run by Steven Fulton, 
where we were able to purchase native 
trees grown from seed harvested on the 
ranch for a mere $5 per tree.
This fieldtrip for TCMGA members was 
organized and led by Rosalie Russell.  
She amazed us with her efficiency and 
seemingly effortless coordination of 
carpooling groups from different areas of 

the city, all arriving at the Ranch at the same time, and then ending the tour with a delicious lunch 
for 30+ people at the East Main Grill restaurant in Johnson City where our preordered meals were 

ready very shortly after our arrival.
We returned happily to Austin with full bellies, having been inspired by the beauty of the Ranch and the lessons learned that day, carrying 
our baby native trees home to plant a little piece of Bamberger Ranch in our own backyards.

Bamberger Ranch                  Continued...

Coop bales producing.

Left: Before - Oct, 1995. Photo: Lois Pesz 
Right: After - Oct, 2014. Photo: Marian Stasney
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Bamberger Ranch                  Continued...

Top Left Photo: Lori Daul 
Top Right Photo: unidentified member 
Bottom Right Photo: Tami Newett
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TRAVIS COUNTY MASTER GARDENERS SELECT “SUNBATHING” GARDEN
 FOR INSIDE AUSTIN GARDENS TOUR 2015

Austin, TX, April 21, 2015 – The Travis County Master Gardeners Association 
has selected the garden of Kirk Walden, a member, to represent “Sunbathing 
Natives” in their popular Inside Austin Gardens Tour (IAGT) on Saturday, Octo-
ber 17, 2015. The tour provides a rare look inside six private gardens and one 
public experimental garden that demonstrate realistic, sustainable gardening 
practices for Central Texas.

The tour’s theme this year is “The Natives Are Relentless,” focusing on the 
beauty, variety and stamina of native and well-adapted plants in the garden. In 
turn, each garden has a theme that demonstrates a particular set of character-
istics central Texas gardeners are likely to encounter in their own gardens. The 
Sunbathing Natives garden illustrates successful plants and practices for brutal 
full sun with rocky limestone soil.

Wendy Buck, the 2015 IAGT Chair, described the garden as, “A rural Hill Coun-
try respite sits on a hill on Weston Lane. It could be outside Boerne, Blanco or Llano, but it’s hidden in the midst of suburban Austin.”

Three years ago, the Sunbathing Natives plot was a razed lot, devoid of water 
and attention for years before. The few oaks were dead or dying. Sun parched 
the weeds; invasive species spewed from the crevices including an old filled-in 
swimming pool. The odd shape of the lot with its hillside slope and sharp drop-
offs severely limited the buildable space and threatened continued erosion. A 
northern exposure put much of the primary garden area in full sun; all day, 
every day.
Today, the terrain feels naturally terraced, defined by outcroppings, dry riv-
er beds and stone paths. The native trees, plants, grasses and groundcovers 
flow comfortably among the tiers – a burst of color here, wispy tendrils there, 
spires peaking up from the swales. Notice the differing shapes and sizes, con-
trasting textures, a palette of hues; a pond gurgling through limestone, cas-
cading to a natural watering hole below. Owls and gold finch share the land 
with rabbits and deer. A step through the gate instantly transports a visitor 
into the heart of the Hill Country.
And then, there’s a most pleasant surprise: a towering view down the length of the river. It’s almost as if you had hiked to Pedernales 
Falls. The unsheltered native plants and their surroundings enhance the commanding panorama of parkland, rolling hills, and trees as the 
water bends away in the distance. And, a sense of serenity settles in. 
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With over 70 different varieties of flowers, shrubs, grasses and trees; visitors 
will be able to see for themselves what works under such Texas-tough condi-
tions, and will be able to learn how to replicate it in their own yards.

Other gardens featured on the Inside Austin Garden Tour will be announced in 
the coming months. They include Flashy Natives, Shady Natives, Death-Defying 
Natives, Cottage Natives, Oh Deer!, and Native Testing Ground gardens.

The tour is presented by the Travis County Master Gardeners Association and 
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service of Travis County, 512-854-9600.  Details 
and tickets available at www.InsideAustinGardens.org

Photos by Kirk Walden and Wendy Buck

http://www.InsideAustinGardens.org
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Butterflies in the Garden
Saturday, May 9, 2015

10am to 12pm

Zilker Botanical Gardens
2220 Barton Springs Road

Austin, TX

Butterflies in the Garden: Wanting to start a butterfly garden for 
you school or even your own backyard? Maybe, you have a small 
garden and just want to help encourage pollinators to pay you 

plants a visit. In this talk we will focus on butterflies and how you 
can invite them into your space. Kellyn Smith has been a Mas-

ter Gardener since 2013. A lover of all insects she has a specialty 
in entomology and founded the butterfly garden at her school, a 

place she and her students treasure.

Presented by Travis Co Master Gardeners.  For more information 
contact: Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service – Travis County, 

512-854-9600
FREE admission with paid admission to Zilker Botanical Garden 
($2 adults, $1 children & seniors, $3 for non-Austin Residents)

Dealing with Drought – Alternative Methods of Gardening
Thursday, May 14, 2015

10am – noon

Travis Co AgriLife Extension Service Office
1600 Smith Road

Austin, TX 

If you have limited garden space or time, yet still have the de-
sire to nurture your green thumb, Master Gardener Pat Mokry will 
teach you how to raise carefree veggies, herbs and flowers using 
self-sufficient grow boxes. Then, for some more ‘new’ gardening 

techniques, Master Gardener Marian Stasney will describe the an-
cient practices of both keyhole gardening and hugelkultur.

Registration: $10 through 5/10, $15 starting 5/11 and onsite
https://agriliferegister.tamu.edu/TravisCounty

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service –  
Dealing with Drought series.

For more information contact: Texas A&M AgriLife Extension  
Service – Travis County, 512-854-9600.

https://agriliferegister.tamu.edu/index.cfm/productDetails/productid/1723/
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Annual Austin Bonsai Society Show & Sale
Saturday and Sunday, May 16-17, 2015 

10am - 5pm

Zilker Botanical Gardens
2220 Barton Springs Road

Austin, TX

Each year, the Austin Bonsai Society holds its annual show at the 
Austin Area Garden Center at Zilker Park during springtime. Bon-
sai paired with Suiseki, Kusamono, and other elements will be dis-
played. There are usually over 50 spectacular bonsai exhibited at 
the show, which includes many species of Central Texas natives. 
Austin Bonsai Society members are available to answer all ques-
tions visitors may have. A daily live session at 2 pm on Satur-

day and Sunday is held by our experts to demonstrate techniques 
and provide advice. Raffles are also present for our visitors to win 
some great prizes. Bonsai and supplies are available for purchase 

in the adjacent room.
http://www.austinbonsaisociety.com

FREE admission with paid admission to Zilker Botanical Garden 
($2 adults, $1 children & seniors, $3 for non-Austin Residents)

http://www.austinbonsaisociety.com/austinannualshowsupdated.html
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This issue of the Compost Bin has been published thanks to the contributions of the following Travis County Master 
Gardeners and Wizzie Brown — Texas A&M AgriLife Extension
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